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ACTIVITY 1:
 Document 1: ‘In Step With The Youth Movement’, Ealing Gazette (11 January 1980).
Look at Document 1.
As a class, draw a mind map of ‘Problems’ that affect young people in your area.
And ways that you might ‘Protest’ about them – be creative!

ACTIVITY 2:
Read Document 1. Then, to see footage of the 1979 riot mentioned at the end of Document 1,
watch the video file Southall.mp4.
 Document 2: Struggles for Black Community: Southall, A Town Under Siege, film clip
(DVD, Dir. Colin Prescod, Institute of Race Relations, 2008)
Today the class is going to form its own youth organisation and stage a protest. Using the
newspaper and filmed interview with Balraj Purewal as a source of information, split the class
into groups an assign the following tasks:
1. Think of the issues it wants to target – what are its aims?
2. Think of a name that reflects the organisation’s aims and membership.
3. Design a logo and a slogan for your group.
4. Design a poster to advertise the group and its aims.
5. Devise ways to raise money for your organisation.
6. Choose the methods it will use to protest.
7. How is the group going to be structured – will it have leaders who make the decisions about
policy, or will decisions be made collectively, by discussion and/or a vote?
8. Finally, enact a protest. Choose your method of protest – maybe a demonstration? Use the
poster that has been created, nominate a spokesperson or spokespeople to explain the
group’s aims and justify its methods to a ‘reporter’. Can you win people over to your cause?
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
1. Pretend you are a journalist for a local newspaper covering the demonstration held by your
class’s youth organisation and write it up as a news article. Will you write it up
sympathetically, or critically?
2. Southall Black Sisters and The Monitoring Group are two self-help organisations working
today to support the community in Southall. Can you find out why they were set up and
what their main activities are today? How does what they do relate to the activities of the
SYM thirty years ago? You could try to contact the groups directly and carry out an interview
with a member of staff and ask the organisation to send you information, for example an
Annual Report. You can also use the following websites:
www.southallblacksisters.org.uk
www.monitoring-group.co.uk
3. ‘The biggest danger is apathy’. This was the conclusion of Balraj Purewal, of the Southall
Youth Movement, being interviewed about the problems facing young people in Southall in
Document 1. What does he mean by apathy? Why might it be dangerous? Think about the
problems you face as a young person and how you have tried to overcome them. Have a
classroom debate: ‘This house believes the biggest threat to young people today is their own
apathy.’ 3.‘The biggest danger is apathy’. This was the conclusion of Balraj Purewal, of the
Southall Youth Movement, being interviewed about the problems facing young people in
Southall in Document 1. What does he mean by apathy? Why might it be dangerous? Think
about the problems you face as a young person and how you have tried to overcome them.
Have a classroom debate: ‘This house believes the biggest threat to young people today is
their own apathy.’
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