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ACTIVITY 1:

Open the interactive exercise at
www.irr.org.uk/black_history_resource/Community_and_Identity.

ACTIVITY 2:

� Document 1: Front page of the West Indian Gazette And Afro-Asian-Caribbean News, Vol. 3,
no.1 (January 1960)

� Document 2: Harambee poster (early 1970s)

Look at documents 1 and 2 on pages 2 and 3. Both the newspaper and the poster represent
attempts by minority communities in Britain to help themselves and show outsiders the positive
aspects of their communities.

1. Look carefully at both documents. Which communities do you think they are aimed at?

2. How do the words and images in the documents promote a positive image of black people?

3. Why do you think it is important for black people to have a positive image of themselves, or
identity?

4. What evidence can you find that the organisations that produced these documents were
trying to build bridges with other communities?

5. Claudia Jones, editor of the West Indian Gazette decided to set up a Caribbean Carnival in
response to an increase in racial violence against black people in Notting Hill in the London
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea in the late 1950s. In what ways do you think a cultural
event like a carnival might help a community that has endured a riot?

6. Document 2 also suggests ways to make young black people feel secure and lessen prejudice
against them. What are these? Do you think they would be effective?

7. Both documents argue that it is important that people actively participate in their
community. Can you think of any organisations that contribute to your community? What do
you do to contribute to your community?

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:

1. Imagine that there is going to be a carnival, in which all the communities in your area will
take part. Design a poster to advertise the event, or the front page of a local newspaper
reporting on the carnival after it has happened. Try to include all the different communities
you can think of in the area where you live. Think about what stories, words and images you
could include to highlight the contributions of each community.

2. Document 2 argues forcefully that taking government money to run a self-help organisation
is a bad thing. Have a debate. ‘This house believes that self-help means not accepting
government money’. To argue against the proposition, you will have to weigh up whether you
think the claims in document 2 are reasonable. You will also have to think of advantages of
accepting government funding – perhaps you feel that having money to do useful work in
your community is more important than remaining totally independent.
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3. Many of the people who feature in the articles in Document 1, such as Paul Robeson, Claudia
Jones, Norman Manley, George Lamming, Jan Carew and Lord Kitchener were important
figures in the politics and cultures of their countries and Britain. Choose one of the people
listed above and research their life. Deliver a presentation on who they were, what they did
and why you think they are important.
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