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ACTIVITY 1:

Open the interactive exercise at www.irr.org.uk/black_history_resource/Community_Safety.

Supplementary question:

‘Community safety’ is a phrase that is often used by agencies like the police, and local
authorities, but what does it mean? In pairs discuss what you think the words ‘community’ and
‘safety’ mean and write a definition. Then think about how they combine. Are there any tensions
between ‘community’ and ‘safety’? What do you think ‘community safety’ should mean? Find out
what your local authority and local police force’s websites say about ‘community safety’ – do
their ideas match up with what you think ‘community safety’ should be?

ACTIVITY 2:

� Document 1: ‘Victims of racial attack and injustice’ by The Steering Committee of Asian
Organisations Against Racialism (1978)

1. What did the Virk brothers do when they were attacked?

2. In what other ways could they have reacted?

3. Do people have the right to use violence to defend themselves? Divide into pairs and write a
list of when you think it would be okay to defend yourself with violence and when it would
not.

4. As a group, discuss how this ‘self-defence’ is different from being part of a gang or being a
‘vigilante’?

5. The organisation that wrote Document 1 believed the Virk Brothers had been unfairly treated
a number of times. Write down three ways in which you think they might have been treated
unfairly and who by.
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:

1. The document was created by an Asian committee that believed the Virk Brothers were
attacked and sent to prison because they were Asian. Use the internet to find out who might
be the victims of ‘hate crimes’ in our society. Discuss the range of groups who might be
victimised and write down why you think those groups might be picked on. The following
websites might help you:
Independent Race and Refugee News (www.irr.org.uk)
Home Office (www.homeoffice.gov.uk/crime-victims/reducing-crime/hate-crime/).

2. Imagine you are one of the Virk brothers. Write a letter to your local Member of Parliament
from prison telling him/her about your case and suggesting how he/she could intervene to
help you.

3. Who keeps us safe, in our homes, our schools, our communities and in our countries? How
do they do it? Divide into small groups and fill in the table on the next page. A couple of
ideas have already been filled in to help you get started.
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