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Migrant Voice

Fifth Annual conference

2015
September 18-19th, University of Westminster, Regent Street Campus
Draft Conference Agenda

Day 1 – September 18th


10.30 - 11.00
Arrival and registration – tea and coffee
11.00 - 11.10
Welcome from the MV Board and Dorrie Chetty, University of Westminster
11.10 – 11.30
Keynote speech and introduction to the day (Nazek Ramadan, Director Migrant Voice)
11.30 – 1.00 
Debate: the ‘Migration crisis’, the migrants, and Europe’s response
This debate will look at the current situation in the Mediterranean and Calais and at Europe’s response, including what is happening to the UN 1951 convention, the Common European asylum system, and how these issues are used in the migration debate
Chair: Lindsey Hilsum, Channel 4


Panellists:
Gonzalo Vargas Llosa, UNHCR representative to the UK

Professor Heaven Crawley, Chair in International Migration for the Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations. Coventry University
Maurice Wren, CEO, Refugee Council
Lul Seyoum, Director, International Centre for Eritrean Refugees and Asylum Seekers

Further speakers TBC
1.00 – 2.00
Networking Lunch
2.00 – 3.30
Debate: ‘To move or not to move’ - European migration and UK’s response 
This debate will look at freedom of movement, the upcoming UK referendum, excluding European migrants from voting, restricting access to benefits and rights and how these issues are used in the migration debate 
Chair: TBC


Panellists:
Jan Krauss, Political officer, European Commission Representation in the UK
Roger Casale, Founder and Director, New Europeans
Jean Lambert, Green MEP
Further speakers TBC
3.30 – 4.00
Networking break
4.00 – 5.00
Workshops – developing the messages and agreeing actions (choose one)
The workshops will explore how we address and respond to these issues, and come up with concrete actions and messages. All this will feed into a final statement from the conference. Participants will chose between one of the workshops:
A: The Human Rights Act – the implication of scrapping or changing the Act (Facilitated by the British Institute of Human Rights)
B: The migration crisis (Calais, Mediterranean) (Facilitated by Refugee Council)
C: European migration (facilitated by Migrants, Rights Network)
D: the Immigration Act 2014/Immigration Bill 2015 (Facilitated by the Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants)
E: Research workshop TBC
5.00 – 5.30
Migrant Voice AGM – formal business
5.30 – 6.00
Networking break
6.00 – 7.00
Mash-up: inspirational projects share their work – with a reception

Projects will include: 
‘Many Faces, One City’ 
‘Many Voices, One Community’ 
The Migrant Media lab
Chris Steele-Perkins, London’s multicultural families
Art Represent

In my footsteps
I am an immigrant
The Paper Project
7.00-9.00 
Food and cultural evening
Day 2 – September 19th
10.00 – 10.30
Arrival and registration – tea and coffee – view the outcomes from Day 1
10.30 - 10.45
Migrant Voice: the last five years and the next five
Includes an update from Day 1 and introduction to the day

(Nazek Ramadan, Director Migrant Voice)

10.45 – 11.45
Meet a Migrant session - migrants telling their stories
Journalists: 
Parminder Bahra, Executive Producer, the Wall Street Journal Europe, the Middle East and Africa 

Harriet Grant, the Guardian

Shyamantha Asokan, freelance journalist and photographer
In conversation with: MV migrant members TBC
11.45 – 12.30
Training session: how do we turn the conference messages and stories into media stories?
The interactive workshop will look at how best to get our stories and messages from the conference into the media using different tools and media platforms

Chair: Daniel Nelson, One World.org
Journalists: as above
12.30 – 1.15
Networking lunch
1.15 – 2.45
Driving the change; reclaiming the narrative
Network Members' small group discussions on turning the recommendations and ideas from the conference into strategy and actions
2.45 – 3.00
Evaluation and closing remarks
3.00 

End of Conference – let the work begin
