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BEYOND THE SCARE STORIES 
SUPPLEMENTARY BRIEFING PAPER 
IMMIGRATION FROM ROMANIA AND BULGARIA AND RELATED QUESTIONS

In May 2013, Redbridge Equalities & Community Council (RECC) published a briefing paper, “Beyond the Scare Stories”, to challenge the claim that after Romania and Bulgaria became full members of the European Union on 1 January 2014 millions of migrants from these countries would stream into Britain.   This did not happen, millions did not arrive.  On New Years Day and early January journalists, photographers and politicians went to the airports and bus stations where people from Romania and Bulgaria might enter the country and there were hardly any migrants.  
Naturally, in the course of the year we would expect there to be an increase in the number of people from Romania and Bulgaria entering the UK with a view to work. However, in the first three months from the year since the new rules,  the number of Romanians and Bulgarians employed in the UK has actually fallen by 4,000 to 140,000.  In May 2014 there were around 144,000 Romanians in the country.  Clearly these numbers have no relationship to the claims of millions that were banded about before.  But some people are still complaining that this is too much, so let’s look at what they are saying.
“Benefit Tourism”?
Certain tabloid newspapers and politicians say that migrants come here in order to claim benefits. They refer particularly to Romanians, Bulgarians and the Roma people from both these countries.  In fact 85% of Romanians are in full-time work. 40% have university degrees.  In order to counter this mythical threat, the Government have made it far more difficult for all EU migrants to claim benefits.  The Government could not make special rules for Romanians and Bulgarians. This would be discriminatory because Romanians and Bulgarians now have equal rights in Europe.  Instead these rules discriminate against anybody who isn’t British.  The new regulations* state that people will not be able to claim benefits during the first 3 months after they arrive.  After that they can only receive benefits for 6 months. The Government is now proposing to reduce this to 3 months.   

“Taking ‘our’ jobs – undercutting terms and conditions?”  
Migrants gravitate to areas where there is work in the hope that they will improve their financial position.  Like all workers they do not wish to be paid low wages.   They are consumers who create a demand for goods and services. This creates jobs.  Many migrants also set up business and generate employment that way.  46% of Romanians are in trades unions as compared to 30% of British workers.

But what really might be a threat to terms and conditions at work for people are the new benefit rules (see above*). The new rules make migrants looking for work more vulnerable to unscrupulous employers and more likely to accept worse wages and conditions because without work they would have no money, and, in the worst case, be homeless and living on the streets.  This shows that actions AGAINST migrants can disadvantage everybody.  
Roma from Romania and Bulgaria
Roma people live all over the world including English Romany Gypsies.  Roma have suffered persecution everywhere and so they are not simply moving for economic reasons but to escape persecution.  Hitler tried to wipe out Roma people in the Holocaust, known in Romani as Porajmos.  Today in Hungary fascists organise people to burn down Roma settlements and shoot Roma people.  So many Roma arriving in the UK could be considered asylum seekers and refugees if it wasn’t for the fact that they are EU citizens and therefore can come here without claiming asylum.  

The media talk incessantly about Roma sleeping rough, begging etc.  The media portrayal is also very confused, calling the Roma ‘Romanian’ and vice versa. The word Roma has its roots in Sanskrit from India whereas Romanian comes from the Latin and is linked with the words Rome and Romantic.  The similarity in the words is a coincidence and the media omit to say that there are Roma living in the UK from Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Hungary and elsewhere. It is even more confusing in Ilford because most of the Roma living in South Ilford happen to come from Romania.  
This conjunction/confusion between Roma and Romanian has added to the scaremongering associated with Romania becoming a full member of the EU.  
Roma people have suffered severe discrimination in Eastern Europe in education, housing and employment.  Therefore, they have greater illiteracy and limited skills, although they offer many traditional skills. This history of persecution makes them very distrustful of authorities.  But in spite of all these difficulties, many Roma people are now breaking through barriers, getting into higher education and finding good jobs in all the European countries. In the UK Roma children are going to school and progressing well, and an increasing number are achieving GCSE’s and staying on into higher education.
The wider context
 
Romanians, Bulgarians and Roma are just the latest group of migrants to be in the headlines as groups who will ‘swamp’ us.  If you go back in history it was always thus.  At the turn of the 19th/20th century it was the Jews.  In the 50s and 60s it was African-Caribbean people.  In the 70s it was people from the Indian sub-continent. Then it was asylum seekers from wherever they were fleeing from.  So it’s worth looking at some more general facts about migration  

· We live in the South East region of Britain.  Did you know that in 2012, 596,000 people from other parts of the UK moved into the South East Region whereas 608,000 moved out, thus net internal emigration? During the same period 240,000 people came to the region from abroad and 162,000 moved abroad.  All these figures are dwarfed by the 9.2 million households living in the region.
· 1 in 10 British citizens live overseas.  British people are poorly integrated into Spanish society.  A survey of 340 British migrants in Malaga found that one third rarely or never met Spanish people apart from in shops and restaurants and that 60% did not speak Spanish well.

· Only 2% of recent migrants live in social housing, the vast majority live in private rented accommodation and a significant number have moved in with friends. 
Useful Local Information
· Redbridge Council has a Translation and Interpretation service with a bank of trained translators and interpreters, including European languages and European Romani, who can be employed by professionals and services to support local people access and understand information in their own language Interpretation.Translation@redbridge.gov.uk
· Roma Support Group  provides advice and support on welfare, debt, housing and employment; activities to promote health and well-being; support in accessing primary, secondary and further education; social inclusion schemes for Roma children and youths; art and cultural activities for Roma adults and children; events to promote understanding of Roma culture www.romasupportgroup.org.uk 
David Landau
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