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At both the level of policy and of popular discourse, the riots in the deprived French banlieues
in October and November 2005 have had reverberations across the EU. And, once again,
questions of integration and segregation are being discussed in ways that place security
rather than justice at the centre of that debate.

Not only this, but theories that explain urban unrest in terms of cultural deficit, or
youth delinquency, have proved popular with media commentators and politicians. Culturalist
explanations for urban unrest include ideas that the riots were caused by: self-segregating
Islamic communities living parallel lives; the cultural propensity of Black Africans to
violence; urban guerrilla warfare, fuelled by drugs and gangsta rap. But while ‘explanations’
based on such crude cultural arguments may be on the ascendancy in France today,
alternative, less shrill and less-heeded, voices in civil society are calling for policies based on
‘justice, respect and equality’. Another positive development has been the formation of new
grassroots organisations, such as the Banlieue 69 collective, and the Conseil Représentatif des
Associations Noires, to mobilise against repression and exclusion.

In the months, and perhaps even in the years to come, the French riots will be seen as
a watershed in the struggle to shape a more just agenda for young people of Arab or African
descent right across Europe. We hope that this factual, chronological report on the riots and
related responses, will be an aid in that dicussion.

Liz Fekete
Editor, European Race Bulletin
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Introduction – an overview of the riots and their aftermath
The recent uprisings across France in October and November 2005 saw anger on unprecedented levels among
the residents of the deprived banlieues (suburban ghettoes) on the outskirts of towns and cities, where many
of France’s ethnic minorities live. The anger was ignited after two teenagers of African origin – Zyed Benna and
Bouna Traoré – were electrocuted and died while taking refuge in an electricity substation in Clichy-sous-Bois
(Seine-Saint-Denis) on 27 October. Their friend, Muhittin Altun, was severely injured. The boys were allegedly
being pursued by police officers who wanted to carry out an identity check.

The riots began in Clichy-sous-Bois, but then spread to neighbouring towns, followed by unrest across
France which lasted for approximately three weeks. Incidents similar to those in France were also reported in
neighbouring countries Belgium and Germany, and also in Greece.

In dealing with the rioting in France, a 1955 state-of-emergency law was invoked, allowing local officials
to impose curfews and other measures in order to control the activities of residents. Critics pointed to the
colonial overtones of this law, which had been used previously to quell unrest during the Algerian War of
Independence and against an independence movement in the French overseas territory of New Caledonia in
1984. One incident of police brutality during the riots was filmed and shown on television, leading to action
being taken against the officers responsible.

Interior minister Nicolas Sarkozy also called for foreigners to be expelled from France if it was found that
they were involved in the riots and stated that some deportations were under way. In addition to this,
noticeable moves have been made by the French government to further restrict immigration and to clamp down
on Islamic extremist groups, showing that ‘riots’, ‘immigration’ and ‘Islamic extremism’ have, by some people,
been seen as intimately related.

Various politicians on the Right and far Right have made statements in relation to the uprisings, showing a
definite shift to the right in terms of French political discourse. Most prominent in the media has been interior
minister Nicolas Sarkozy, who – even before the rioting – had referred to elements of the disadvantaged suburbs
as racaille, which has been translated variously as ‘scum’, ‘rabble’ and ‘riff-raff’. Other members of the ruling
UMP party and Philippe de Villiers of Mouvement pour la France tried to look for a cause of the riots in
polygamy, which provoked indignation among anti-racist groups such as MRAP, SOS Racisme and the Ligue des
Droits de l’Homme. The last of these organisations stated that it was ‘nauseating and irresponsible to turn
foreigners into the cause of the situation our country is experiencing’. Furthermore, several French rap artists
were accused of playing a part in provoking the riots and were threatened with legal action.

The Front National also seized the opportunity to promote its racist anti-immigrant policy, with leader Jean-
Marie Le Pen stating that ‘if their parents and grandparents came to France thinking that it was an Eldorado
and if their grandchildren believe there aren’t any opportunities, they can always return to their country of
origin’. He also addressed around 300 Front National supporters and declared that France was now ‘paying the
bill’ for its ‘mad and criminal immigration from the Third World’.

During the uprisings and in their aftermath, a national debate – to which residents, politicians, anti-racist
and human rights groups, intellectuals and celebrities all contributed – forced the French government to think
about ways in which it could tackle the failure of its integration policy, wherein unemployment, disadvantage
and racial discrimination have continued to blight many French communities, particularly ethnic minorities of
north and west African origin. The interior minister said that France ‘must break with a political, social and
economic system that has for 30 years produced mainly unemployment, debt and opposition to change’,
suggesting that positive discrimination might be one solution.

Human rights groups and other non-governmental organisations have also been vocal in their critique of
the French Republican integration model, where everyone is purportedly equal – pointing out that this model,
in reality, glosses over the fact that racism and discrimination are endemic in France. One umbrella group,
CRAN, was formed to represent Black people in France.

The uprisings have also prompted the questioning of a recent educational law, whereby textbooks would be
required to show the ‘positive role’ that France played in its former colonies. In many ways, reactions from
ethnic minorities in France have mirrored protests in former colonies and current French overseas territories,
which object to the way in which the French authorities have tried to gloss over slavery and atrocities in
colonial history. As such, France is being forced to re-examine its colonial past and its postcolonial present by
a vocal, multicultural population.

By extension, the uprisings have forced other European states to look at their own integration models, with
commentators asking if riots would take place in their countries next, or otherwise asserting that their
countries would be immune from such rioting because racism was somehow less of a problem there.
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Community, NGO and union responses to the riots and 
government reactions
5.11.05 The Brigade Activiste des Clown [Clown Activist Brigade, BAC] ‘karcherises’ the town hall of 

Neuilly-sur-Seine to protest against the municipality’s lack of respect for the Solidarité et
Renouvellement Urbain (Urban Renewal Solidarity) law, which is aimed in part at providing 
social housing in the suburbs. (nouvelobs.com 17.12.05)

6.11.05 The Union des Organisations Islamiques de France (UOIF) releases a fatwa to call for calm 
in France and says that the events ‘seem to reveal the serious failures of the French integration
model which clearly plunges dozens of youngsters in difficult areas into despair and 
poverty.’ (nouvelobs.com 6.11.05)

8.11.05 Algerian immigrants slam the 1955 French state of emergency law as a ‘provocation’ since it
was originally used to quell insurrection in France and Algeria during the 1954-1962 war in 
Algeria. ‘France has not only not given up its colonial past, but it’s now brought it back to 
centre-stage. It’s disgraceful’, said Boualem Yahia. Echoing the indignation over the law, 
France’s respected centre-left newspaper, Le Monde, said that ‘exhuming a 1955 law sends to 
the youth of the suburbs a message of astonishing brutality: that after 50 years France intends
to treat them exactly as it did their grandparents… The prime minister should recall that at 
that time the combination of misunderstanding, warlike posturing and powerlessness brought
the republic to its worst ever moment.’ (Middle East Online 8.11.05)

A number of French associations and NGOs, including the Syndicat de la Magistrature, the
lawyers’ union the Syndicat des Avocats de France, the Green and Communist parties, and the
Ligue des Droits de l’Homme (LDH) issue a statement criticising the calling of a state of 
emergency. They call it ‘emergency legislation inherited from the colonial period’, following ‘the
well known cycle that concatenates provocations and repression’. ‘The suburbs do not need a 
state of exception: they desperately need justice, respect and equality.’ (Statewatch 8.11.05)

9.11.05 The Banlieues Respects collective calls for a ‘march for peace’ to take place on Friday along
the Champs-Elysées. The Paris police prefect, Michel Gaudin, has already stated that the 
tradition is not to march on the Champs-Elysées. (Libération 10.11.05)

11.11.05 President of SOS Racisme, Dominique Sopo, says Sarkozy’s plans to strip naturalised citizens 
of their citizenship is illegal and amounts to mass deportation. MRAP says that it is horrified
by the ‘dangerous proposition’. And France Terre d’Asile said the measure was ‘certain to add
fuel to the flames’. (Guardian 11.11.05)

12.11.05 300 people gather on Paris’s Place Saint-Michel in a protest organised by MRAP against 
repression and exclusion. In Stains, 350 people march in silence against the violence. 350 
people march against discrimination in Toulouse. In Auby, several hundred march in silence 
around a municipal multimedia library that was burned down three days before. (nouvelobs.com
12.11.05; Le Monde 12.11.05)

16.11.05 Over 2,000 representatives from over fifty associations, unions, political parties and sans 
papiers collectives march between Saint-Michel square and Palais de Luxembourg to protest
against a ‘regime of exception’ and for a ‘state of social emergency’. (nouvelobs.com 17.11.05)

A number of organisations respond to the assertion that polygamy was a cause of the riots:
MRAP states that ‘blaming such a complex problem on polygamy among a minority of African
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families is blatant racism. We will consider whether to bring legal actions against these 
people’. (Independent 17.11.05)

SOS Racisme states that the linking together of polygamy and the riots shows a ‘crude desire
to turn public opinion away from the real problems’.

The Ligue des droits de l’Homme states that it is ‘nauseating and irresponsible in this way to
turn foreigners into the cause of the situation our country is experiencing’.

Cimade sends an open letter to Jacques Chirac, stating that the comments were ‘unacceptable’
and ‘irresponsible’. (nouvelobs.com 17.11.05)

17.11.05 Over 150 people demonstrate outside the prefecture in Lyons against the extension of the 
state of emergency to three months. Representatives of eight organisations were received by 
the prefect. The demonstrators included members of the unions CGT, FSU, the LCR, the Green 
party, the Communist party and the LDH. Rosario Elia of the FSU stated that ‘the extended state
of emergency is not a solution for the quartiers’. (nouvelobs.com 18.11.05)

In an open letter, 300 university social science researchers and lecturers call for the French
government to end the state of emergency and the deportation of foreign rioters. ‘Political and
police firmness in response to the violence must not mean discrimination, caricature and 
contempt.’ (nouvelobs.com 17.11.05)

MRAP calls for websites displaying racist texts to be closed down. People, they say, ‘are making
use of the events, the political context and the free space that the web provides to turn out 
their anti-immigrant hatred.’ (nouvelobs.com 18.11.05)

18.11.05 Around one hundred people gather in Dijon to denounce the government’s security policy, 
which is labelled ‘liberticide’. (nouvelobs.com 19.11.05)

19.11.05 The Conseil Français du Culte Musulman (CFCM) is criticised for its silence in response to the
riots. (Libération 19.11.05)

20.11.05 Muslim leaders of Saint Denis, where the riots first started, join government officials, clerics
and party leaders to discuss how to avoid future unrest. (Islam Online 20.11.05)

21.11.05 The Banlieue 69 collective forms in Lyons to create a political force that is capable of 
presenting candidates at the next municipal elections in the French banlieues. The member 
associations call for a ‘radical solution’ since their projects had been hampered in the past. 
Pierre Didier Tché-Tché Apéa stated that ‘we want to exist, to be recognised in our country, 
France. Why isn’t this possible? Because the colonial heritage has etched a representation of 
non-European populations into the collective imaginary.’ (Le Monde 21.11.05)

23.11.05 MRAP decides to lodge a complaint against philosopher Alain Finkielkraut, asking the CSA to
remove him from the France Culture station, and accuses him of incitement to racial hatred. 
(nouvelobs.com 24.11.05)

24.11.05 Rapper Monsieur R denounces the censorship and racism of the court action brought against
him, stating that rap did not cause the riots of May 1968 and singer Georges Brassens used to
be applauded when he criticised the state. (nouvelobs.com 25.11.05)

25.11.05 MRAP withdraws a complaint against Alain Finkielkraut for comments he made about the 
riots, after Finkielkraut expressed his ‘apologies’ on the Europe 1 radio station for the interview
he gave in Haaretz. He also criticised the way in which he was presented in the interview, 
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especially in the French translation which appeared in Le Monde. (nouvelobs.com 25.11.05)

26.11.05 The Brigade Activiste des Clown proclaims a ‘state of insanity’ in front of the Paris police 
prefecture to protest against the prolongation of the state of emergency. (nouvelobs.com 
17.12.05)

27.11.05 Forty-five Black associations join forces under the name of the Conseil Représentatif des 
Associations Noires (CRAN). One of their aims is to ‘create the necessary mass effect to lead
institutional figures to position themselves in relation to claims on the Black issue in France’.
Spokespeople for member organisations rejected criticisms of their communautarisme and 
called for people to no longer hide behind Republican principles, which leads to inaction. 
(nouvelobs.com 27.11.05; Reuters 26.11.05; Times 28.11.05; Libération 28.11.05)

29.11.05 SOS Racisme and Mouloud Aounit of MRAP show their support for the use of anonymous CVs
in job applications. (nouvelobs.com 29.11.05)

In response to attacks from the Right, French rappers have made available online a reggae 
track (‘Sarko Skankin’) that turns Sarkozy’s speeches around. The Wump collective states that
it is in ‘resistance to state violence’. (nouvelobs.com 29.11.05)

30.11.05 Around fifty organisations and parties call for an end to the state of emergency, reaffirming
that the ‘real emergency is not one of security, but is social’ and that it is an exceptional 
measure inherited from the colonial period. (nouvelobs.com 30.11.05)

2.12.05 Seventy-four academics in the fields of law, political science and political studies call for the
Council of State to suspend the state of emergency law that was implemented on 8.11.05, 
stating that it ‘is no longer justified’. (Libération 6.12.05)

3.12.05 People, estimated at 400 to 2,000, and from around twenty unions, political parties and 
associations, demonstrate in Bobigny (Seine-Saint-Denis, the département where the uprising
originally began) against discrimination in the area. They call for funding in the areas of 
employment, education and associations. (nouvelobs.com 3.12.05)

Members of the Antillais-Guyanais-Réunionnais collective from French overseas territories 
demonstrate in Paris, with banners reading ‘Napoleon = slave trader = criminal. No to his 
glorification. No to the falsification of history’. Their leader, Patrick Karam, distances the group
from the recently established ‘Representative Council for Black Associations’ (CRAN), stating 
that ‘the overseas territories are a melting pot and not a skin colour’ and that ‘One should not
fall into communautarisme and racism. CRAN is likely to help the progress of the far Right’. (Le
Monde 6.12.05)

4.12.05 In a nouvelobs.com web forum, Monsieur R defends himself against the accusation that he is
an ‘anti-White’ racist, stating that in his song ‘La FranSSe’ he never referred to a race, but to
a policy. In the song, he raps that ‘France is a bitch, don’t forget to fuck her till she’s 
exhausted, You’ve got to treat her like a slut, man.’ He repeated that he begins and ends the 
piece with ‘when I talk about France, I’m not talking about the French people but about the 
leaders of the French state.’ (nouvelobs.com 5.12.05)

5.12.05 Around forty writers, journalists, musicians and cultural leaders launch a petition (‘We are all
rappers from the banlieues’) against the threat of legal action being taken against rap groups.
This comes after 152 deputies and forty-nine senators, mostly belonging to the UMP party, 
asked whether the minister for justice would take legal action against seven rap groups and 
artists who, in their opinion, had incited racial hatred. The text accompanying the petition says
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that ‘A proportion of young people do not trust the rest of society. Sometimes they go too far.
Are we going to renew dialogue by putting songs in prison? It’s absurd. And it’s dangerous as
this would mark a new and serious attack on freedom of expression.’ (nouvelobs.com 5.12.05)

The ‘Racailles de France’ [Scum of France] sign a number of commemorative plaques that have
been placed on the walls of Paris. These include: ‘To the memory of the grandparents of the 
scum who came to defend France each time she was at war… In April 1917, there were 170,000
who came to fight on the side of the French. Their children and grandchildren deserve their 
country… Homage to the hundreds of thousands of immigrants who came to build and rebuild
a France that has always ostracised their children and grandchildren from society. When will we
have a law on the positive role of immigration?’ In a press release, the group announces that
it has placed ‘300 commemorative plaques around Paris in honour of their parents and 
grandparents, who all gave to a France that has next to no consideration for their 
grandchildren.’ The plaques were placed on the walls of the offices of Agence France Presse, Le
Figaro, Libération, Le Monde and the UMP party, on bus shelters, and at the Nation, Bastille and
République underground stations. (Le Monde 10.12.05)

6.12.05 According to a poll published in Lyon Mag, and based on a sample of 800 people over the age
of 15 and mostly of Maghrebi origin, immigrants and their children in the banlieues of Lyons 
ask that they be given ‘respect’ (21 per cent), whilst unreservedly condemning last month’s 
violence (90 per cent) and affirming their confidence in the future (63 per cent). Only 3 per 
cent of those surveyed supported the young people who burned cars in November. 47 per cent
said they understood these young people. Their main fear was unemployment (16 per cent). 
Another fear was falling victim to a police blunder (15 per cent) or an attack at the hands of
racists (13 per cent). (nouvelobs.com 6.12.05)

7.12.05 Almost one thousand Caribbeans (Antillais) demonstrate to call for France to repeal part of the
law related to the ‘positive role’ of colonisation. Demonstrators belonging to the ‘Martiniquan
Collective for the Repeal of the Law of Shame’ and around thirty organisations marched, 
calling out slogans in French and Creole such as ‘down with the law of shame’ and ‘colonisation
no good’. Among the demonstrators were elected representatives, the mayor of the capital Fort-
de-France, trade unionists, teachers and high school students, on whose banners one could 
read ‘colonisation = crime against humanity’ and ‘no to doctored history’. (nouvelobs.com 7 &
8.12.05)

Around 300 people from thirteen organisations attend a meeting in Pointe-à-Pitre 
(Guadeloupe) to call for the repeal of the February 2005 law. (Le Monde 8.12.05)

8.12.05 The Devoirs de Mémoires collective, including several celebrities (Jamel Debbouze, Mathieu 
Kassovitz, Joey Starr, Jean-Pierre Bacri and Lilian Thuram, among others), calls for the public
to enrol en masse on electoral registers so that ‘Liberté, Egalité and Fraternité become a real
part of our everyday lives’. (nouvelobs.com 8.12.05; Libération 12.12.05)

9.12.05 A collective (‘Place aux droits’ [Make Way for Rights]) of around seventy left-wing associations
and unions – including the Cimade, the Syndicat de la Magistrature, the Syndicat des Avocats
de France, Sud-Education and MRAP – is due to present a ‘symbolic’ petition before France’s 
Constitutional Council in which it demands the abrogation of the state of emergency law. The
collective’s request for the state of emergency to be re-examined was rejected by the Council
of State. (Agence France Presse 9.12.05; nouvelobs.com 9.12.05)
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12.12.05 Nineteen historians call for ‘Freedom for history’, by calling for the abrogation of several 
articles in various laws related to past events (the laws of 13 July 1990, 29 January 2001, 21
May 2001 and 23 February 2005), which are ‘unworthy of a democratic regime’: ‘in a free State,
it is not for parliament nor for judicial authority to define historical truth. State policy, even 
if motivated by the best intentions, is not the politics of history.’ (nouvelobs.com 13.12.05)

15.12.05 Around 40 activists from the Ninth Collective of Sans-papiers and Act Up-Paris stage a ‘die-
in’ in front of the Ministry of the Interior (Place Beauvau) in order to ‘make visible the deaths
in the war led by Nicolas Sarkozy against foreigners’. The demonstrators were taken away by 
police. The associations are demanding an end to ‘the politics of figures in relation to 
immigration’, the ‘unconditional regularisation of all sans-papiers’ and an ‘immediate end to 
expulsions and raids’. They denounced the ‘racist discourse’ and ‘murderous politics of the 
interior minister’. (nouvelobs.com 16.12.05)

17.12.05 A dozen members of the Brigade Activiste des Clown ‘karcherise’ and ‘place under supervision’
the town hall of Eric Raoult, the UMP deputy mayor of Raincy, who asked the prime minister 
to place Clichy-sous-Bois ‘under supervision’ after a cache of arms was found in the town. 
During their operation, they squirt water at the front of and inside the building, and also at 
vehicles belonging to police who had come to ask demonstrators to leave the building. 
(nouvelobs.com 17.12.05)

20.12.05 Members of the Devoirs de Mémoires collective, including celebrities such as actor Jamel 
Debbouze, singer Joey Starr and footballer Lilian Thuram, visit Clichy-sous-Bois for a discussion
with associations and young people to try to encourage them to register to vote. The move is
said to be in order to ‘not reproduce 21 April 2002’, where far-Right Jean-Marie Le Pen reached
the second round of the presidential elections. (nouvelobs.com 20.12.05; Le Monde 21.12.05)

The Act Up association and the Ninth Collective of Sans-papiers put up posters around Paris
with the words ‘Vote Le Pen’ alongside a picture of Nicolas Sarkozy, to protest against ‘the war
waged against foreigners’ and the interior minister’s ‘racist politics’. (nouvelobs.com 20.12.05)

Forty-two historians forming the ‘Vigilance Committee Against the Public Use of History’
(CVUH) denounce article four of the February 2005 law on the ‘positive role’ of French 
colonisation. They say that it ‘constitutes a totally unacceptable violation of the principle of
the autonomy of teaching and historical research’. (nouvelobs.com 20.12.05)

23.12.05 The Act Up association is forced, because of threatened legal action by a photographer, to 
remove from its website the poster of interior minister Nicolas Sarkozy alongside the words 
‘Vote Le Pen’. Nicolas Sarkozy accuses the association of ‘extremism’, stating that the poster is
‘directly inspired by the methods of the Front National’. (nouvelobs.com 28.12.05)

26.12.05 MRAP contests ‘the abilities and legitimacy’ of lawyer Arno Klarsfeld, who has been asked to 
lead the government’s panel on ‘the law, history and the duty to remember’. Referring to 
Klarsfeld’s Israeli military service, the leader of MRAP, Mouloud Aounit, calls him an ‘active 
campaigner for colonisation’ and says that he is a ‘staunch defender of the colonial war against
Iraq’. (nouvelobs.com 26.12.05)

30.12.05 A petition, with 42,122 signatures, for the repeal of article four of the law of 23 February 2005
on the ‘positive role’ of colonisation is handed to President Chirac. (nouvelobs.com 31.12.05)
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Here we present a selection of reactions to the uprisings from outside France.

Africa The French-language press in Africa criticises France’s integration model and the policies of 
Nicolas Sarkozy. (Libération 12.11.2005)

On 2 December, during an ‘alternative summit’ to the one planned between African heads of 
state and President Chirac the following day, the ‘Coalition of African Alternatives Debt and 
Development’ (CAD-Mali) castigates ‘French neo-colonialism’ in Africa and denounces the 
‘policies of repression and stigmatisation of immigrant populations and those of immigrant 
origin’ in France. (nouvelobs.com 3.12.05)

African bi-weekly the Gri-Gri International reports on comments made by Sarkozy at the end of
November. The interior minister is supposed to have said that ‘curiously, it is the Blacks rather
than the Arabs who are violent,’ and in particular ‘Ivorians and Congolese’. He is also reported
as saying that violence is ‘cultural’ in these African countries. (nouvelobs.com 1.12.05)

Algeria The Nouvelle République writes that it is only by looking at the repressed and aborted rebellions
of immigrants and their children in post-colonial history that we can understand the current 
void in working class areas: ‘The repression of all these political dynamics has played a leading
role in rendering precarious the situation of immigrant activism.’ (La Nouvelle République
1.12.05)

In reaction to the February 2005 law, former liberation fighters and political parties in Algeria
call for the suspension of negotiations for a ‘treaty of friendship’ between Algeria and France.
The secretary general of the Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN), Abdelaziz Belkhadem, 
bemoans the fact that ‘the deputies in the majority in France have sanctioned a law which 
falsifies history’. (nouvelobs.com 30.11.05)

Belgium There were four successive nights of cars being burned in Belgium between 6 and 10 November.
This took place in Brussels, Antwerp, Lokeren, Mechelen and Ledeberg. On 10 November, the 
interior minister, Patrick Dewael, said these were ‘isolated incidents’ and that there were ‘no 
city guerillas or organised uprisings’. Dewael mentioned that there were benefits of having 
street and neighbourhood workers and community policing. The leader of Vlaams Belang, Filip
Dewinter, stated that, ‘In the case of foreigners, they have to be expelled. In the case of 
“allochtonen” (people of foreign origin) who hold Belgian nationality, they need to be stripped
of their nationality.’ (Migration News Sheet, December 2005)

There is unrest in Brussels, Sint-Niklaas, Anderlecht, Sint-Gillis, Liège and Brugge. (Expatica 
News 8.11.05)

Denmark Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen brushes away the Danish People’s Party’s description of
street riots in France and earlier riots in Århus, Denmark as terrorism. (Copenhagen Post
8.11.05)

Egypt The Egyptian daily Al-Massaie refers to the riots as ‘the intefadeh of the poor’. Arabic satellite
networks have given precedence to the uprisings, with live coverage. Newspapers have followed
the story on their inside pages, calling it a ‘nightmare’ and a ‘war of the suburbs’. (Guardian 
8.11.05)

Viewing the riots from other countries
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Europe (EU,European Commission and NGOs)
The European Network Against Racism states the ‘Urgent need to combat social exclusion and
discrimination in Europe’ is needed. (European Network Against Racism – press release 
11.11.05)

European Commission President José Manuel Barroso proposes that the European Union give 
fifty million euros to France and says it could make up to one billion euros available in longer-
term support for jobs and social cohesion. (BBC News 14.11.05)

A series of articles (‘Euro-ghettos, state of emergency?’) treats the subject of unemployment,
exclusion and violence in France and the rest of Europe. (Café Babel 21.11.05)

A report published by political scientists in Venice states that France is much less worried and
mistrustful than her neighbours of foreigners, in particular immigrants. The report looked at 
Italy, France, Germany, Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary. (Le Monde 21.11.05)

Germany On the night of 8/9 November, vehicles are set alight in Cologne, Berlin and Bremen. Incidents
had already been reported in Berlin a few days earlier. Wolfgang Schäuble, minister of the 
interior, said ‘We do not have these gigantic high-rise building projects that they have on the
edges of French cities’, but that integration was still necessary, meaning that ‘above all they 
must master the German language’. (Migration News Sheet, December 2005)

‘Will Germany see the same type of unrest as has happened in France?’: Klaus J Bade of the 
Institute of Migration Research and Intercultural Studies at Osnabrück University says that 
Germans have to realise that they will have to shoulder major costs in the long run if they do
not improve existing integration programmes. (Deutsche Welle 4.11.05)

In light of the French riots, the incoming coalition of the Christian Democrats and Social 
Democrats want to place more emphasis on the integration of immigrants. (Deutsche Welle 
8.11.05)

Greece Education Minister Marietta Giannakou states that ‘we have to understand that prevention is 
the best way to deal with phenomena such as the ones in France and other European countries.’
(Vradini/Chora 11.11.05)

A commentary in Kathimerini tries to explore the connection between what sparked rage in 
French cities and what happens in migrant communities in Greece. However, most migrants are
Christians who are ‘not religious fanatics’. (Kathimerini 14.11.05)

The Greek authorities are concerned that the violence in France could lead to trouble after some
thirty youths on scooters hurl petrol bombs and stones at a police station in the Zographou 
area of Athens. (Guardian 14.11.05)

Molotov cocktails are thrown at an office of the car manufacturer Renault and a Greek-French
supermarket in Salonika after a similar attack in Athens the weekend before. (nouvelobs.com /
Ana press agency 15.11.05)

India In two articles (‘France Explodes the Uniformity Myth’ and ‘Why Integration Can’t Work’), Praful
Bidwai writes of the ‘horrific exclusion and alienation among ethnic minorities bred by the 
smothering of ethnic-cultural diversity’, and states that this should ‘open a global debate on 
citizenship and multiculturalism’. He also states that ‘European societies must integrate 
immigrants by transforming themselves and evolving a pluralist self-identity.’ (Frontline
5.11.05; Khaleej Times 13.11.05)
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Italy Opposition leader Romano Prodi calls for urgent steps to improve the quality of life in 
immigrant neighbourhoods to keep the trouble from spreading to Italy. (Washington Post 
8.11.05)

Netherlands The Dutch embassy in Paris warns its citizens to avoid the Seine-Saint-Denis and Val-d’Oise 
districts in the evening and at night. (The embassies of the US, UK, Japan, Poland and Russia
have issued similar warnings.)

Urban sociologist Leon Deben believes that the riots will not spread to the Netherlands and 
says that ‘The Netherlands does not have the type of suburbs there are in France.’ (Expatica 
News 7.11.05)

Russia A senior Russian lawmaker, Mikhail Margelov, blames the riots on the failure of Europe to 
implement measures for the social integration of migrants. (Moscow News 7.11.05)

The Russian media is shocked about what is happening in France. One magazine, Ekspert, stated
that the rioters in France were ‘for the most part young Islamists’. The media coverage of the
French riots has given a voice to racist fears among Russians and right-wing French 
commentators to criticise France’s political correctness towards minority communities. (Le 
Monde 16.11.05)

‘A Return of the Proletariat’: Boris Kagarlitsky reacts against the clichéd Russian commentaries
in which the unrest in France has been put down to the ‘Muslim factor’ and ‘ethnic conflicts’. 
Instead, he suggests the unrest is that of a modern, disaffected proletariat. (Moscow Times 
10.11.05)

Saudi Arabia Prince Alwaleed bin Talal bin Abdul aziz Al-Saud of Saudi Arabia reportedly telephoned Rupert
Murdoch to complain about news reports of ‘Muslim riots’ in France. Subsequently, Fox News, 
whose parent company is News Corporation, changed the title of the coverage to ‘civil riots’. 
(Guardian 12.12.05)

Spain El País offers an analysis of different European integration models, especially those of France,
the United Kingdom and Germany. There is also an article suggesting the threat of urban riots
in Spain is low. (El País 14.11.05)

Switzerland Interior minister, Pascal Couchepin, calls for improved schooling and integration policies to 
ensure Switzerland is spared the unrest seen in France. (Swiss Info 12.11.05)

Thomas Kessler, a Swiss integration expert, states that ‘the sort of suburbs that exist in the 
French suburbs don’t exist here’, and also that ‘things are different in Switzerland, which since
the moment it was founded has been a multicultural place… there is no single Swiss language
and no Swiss religion. It is only in political terms that Switzerland can be defined as a single
entity…Our integration policy for [people from the Balkans and Turkey] has not been without
its problems, but we are working on putting these right.’ (Swiss Info 13.11.05)

United Referring to the French riots, Trevor Phillips of the Commission for Racial Equality warns that
Kingdom a mix of ‘inequality, race and powerlessness’ can be ‘incendiary’. The comments were made at 

an event marking the fourtieth anniversary of the UK’s first anti-discrimination laws. (BBC News
9.11.05)

Jeff Jarvis writes about how the French riots have exposed how both sides can use the World
Wide Web for their own ends. The riots have prompted new debates about blogs being used to
coordinate attacks. (Guardian 14.11.05)
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Alana Lentin talks of the ineffectual (Republican) nature of French anti-racist and human rights
organisations and other intellectuals who cannot see beyond the myths of universalism and 
meritocracy in France. She sees secularism in France as rooted in a Catholic culture that 
discriminates against Islam, and declares that France must address its institutionalisation of 
racist discrimination. (Open Democracy 17.11.05)

‘Work in progress: one professor was not surprised to see Paris suburbs aflame’: A Sheffield-
based geographer is not surprised by the riots in France and refers to urban planning to explain
this. (Guardian 22.11.05)

Lee Jasper writes about the events in France, stating that they ‘stand out as a powerful 
statement that only by recognising the reality of racism can inclusive societies be fully 
developed’. (Blink 22.11.05)

‘A ghettoised, post-colonial France is upon us’: Naima Bouteldja writes that the riots are 
‘ultimately not about two deaths or government arrogance; they are instead about decades of
racist segregation, impoverishment, police brutality and disrespect, all now melding together
into a fatal poison.’ What is needed is a ‘deep political and ideological transformation with 
nothing short of the full recognition of these eternal “immigrants” as full and equal citizens of
the Republic.’ (Zmag 22.11.05)

Muslim News devotes four articles to the French riots, focusing on the elements of intifada and
jihad present in the rioting, and issues of citizenship, multiculturalism and integration. Articles
are written by Salma Yaqoob, Bashir Khan, Abdelwahab El-Affendi and Myriam Blin. (Muslim 
News 25.11.05)

United ‘Urban Violence in France’: Paul Silverstein and Chantal Tetreault offer an account of the causes
States of the uprisings in France, looking at the ‘colonial logic’ of the state of emergency law, the 

policing and economic policies that have engendered the unrest, and the exclusion that has 
brought about a self-fulfilling prophecy in some young French citizens. (Middle East Report 
Online, November 2005)
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